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[ 1958 Morris Mini-Minor ]

Simon Drew

e Age; 38

# Oocupathon: Proprictor of
T Mins Works

W First car: 1968 Mind Mk?

s cost £20 =y Restoring a 1959 Mini from a totally derelict
#+ Single or hooked up: Hooked up to Gllian shell would be 'm.ugh EI'IDIIE"I.- but Simon Drew
b Fave grubs Pesto ower pasta with tuna
w Lottery win: Buy a huge garage and help did this one in less than three mm" in
vy frbends out between his regular jobs!
it Words: Andy Butler = ————
#r Minisomnia; Yo _. -
# Macoy D' or BEP Burger King i the kg Flﬂlﬂﬁ: Iﬂ! “ﬂl’l‘hﬂl‘l . —
¥ Woui in thee wonds: Eclectic, fussy, spony ; j E
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’ L' The 1959 Mini Register’s opinion smsis

i Bill Bell had the
following commenis

oS 'OF resios

Scotland, from a number of cars that have graced MiniWorld's pages

in the past ~ baoth his own and those he's had a hand in rescuing.
And if anything ties them together, it's some form of performance bias. But
aMini doesn't need to have gear-stripping grunt to float Simen’s boat, as

R:zgufar readers will know the name Simon Drew of The Mini Works in

i -his 1959 Morris Mini-Minor 850 shows.

" Bought in 2006, the Heritage certificate says this is the 923rd Morris

'_ built, but its mangy condition - rough bodywork, stipped original engine
"=~ in the boot, non-runner under the bonnet - would have been enough 1o
' put most people off. "It was very derelict. The A-panels were made out of

cement and the battery box was made from a road sign,” he remembeers.
And yes, he was serious about the concrete A-panels. “Inside the structure
was a great chunk of it, skimmed over the top with filler. | had to smash it
off with a chipping hammer!”

But, it was a genuine 1959 Mini, and worth saving almost regardless of
candition, At least Simon could do all the repairs without paying premium
rates, and he'd been collecting early parts for a project just such as this.
Mus, he had a couple of years to get it sorted before the Mini's 50th
birthday bash. No problem, surefy?

However, he also had a long waiting list of customers’ cars that needed
repair work, and that two-year window steadily diminished until it was
almost too late to get the project completed. "l always believe in things
waiting their tum or I'd never get the others done, he says.

So, the work didn't stant seriously until late May 2009, That gave him less
than two and half months to do a full bare-metal restoration, including =
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[ 1959 Morris Mini-Minor |

Apant from the new carpel,
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ket astie Later
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" still origindl They
certainty built thi
to st Back In 1959
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Correct spare wheel i

A Fri
s apeersodvey | wanted to use

kast long s0 Simon s very
lucky to hawve a set of five
on this car

Pristine new Noorpan looks suitably

\ Immaclate. Santer button mounting Is
& reld-pn nddStion on early cafs. i
became part of the fleorpan pressing
on [Mer wehicles

Early window c3tch has ]
obvipuslybeen spinningdn thifs
glass for some time: ThatEwhy
mhn catch was i - ¥

pog andthe glatchad a
correspofidifig hoke to improve
security on Later cars

Can you believe all cars
used 10 wear one of
these doring thedr first
few hundred miles o
explain why they were

Flat #iils are another eardy shell ghveaway. And

motice the cover s misskng from fhe radsus arm

pivot, Siman Bas these, bit they Are the tne thing he
i hanve time to netall And thatonging] seam i
trbm ks made In thinee pheces and incredibly rare
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Earty full-skirt front panel
doesn't huve the later
(LE4 -prlutway comers
that were suppesed to help
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tedl the trim s a genwine
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-I:.rrhurﬂr-::i 5 the pelgifial
Sl Ench with is-brass =
3 dashpot cap

Early MOWOG subdrame just
negded a dean:-up, and Simon

has had it powder-coaled 20 L
that itlastsindefinisgly)  JENIE

ameis SU PO fuel pump. This i=a KOS
itesm, amd it didn't weork when Simon Fira
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Underside of the suaner button, completes

with expoted (hve termmimals. The exhaust

ws bent to sty ey from any possibillty

of shorting out the main bamery cable

SquiTe ralted Section
Is @ [acating mark lor
the wiring dip that is
welded onundernesth Fromt subirame

A0 SUNUAER 2000 MINIWORLDCO.UK

maounging bolis These
SCriew up into cagine
s im Ehe bodywor
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. tsaf cantlul

A *41 cheaning and

scrabing'to get it
‘i this conditan.
i a AR that s the
afginal Egnition
£0il, [0, just
{4 cleaned bp and
= givind new
dtr.lil =,

Very eaély track rod emnds
had thisr owm grease
nipples, 4 great idea and
ome that probakdy helped
this oifginal TRE Last wiel
enough to be rewsed

Earfy radius pres dida’

¢ have handbroke able, o
quadiants, they uted a
gubde tube instead

Earty vertical‘stat bonnet
slay ocator [+ difrenent from
the [#fer cars with the
heetie=ial slot. Siman had ta
e i hew Rt Sparks
witifglonm a5 the original
0RE was foo scabby to reuse

- Technical Specification
: 1959 Marris Mini-Minor :
. » Engine: Early but non-ariginal rebuilt 848 :
: engine . NOS crank . reclaimed eardy pistons, rods :
:  oniginal rebislt single SU 1%-inch carb . cast ian ;
* indiel mandlold . standard air fier . SU PD electric fuel -
purmnp , in-line fue fler . standard exhaust manifold -
. MOS single-bax crimped-silencer exhaust system
, refurbizshed onganal teo-oote radiator , fowr-blade :
coaling Fan . standard ponis-equipped Lucas M2 ‘
distribubor . LALZ conl :
w Gearbow: Standard-type duich Friction plate
Labes-type diapheagm spring . rebuilt orginal :
four-spied, three-synchoo gearba . BAMC baulk-ting
comwasion kit standard oiff . 3.0 Ffnal denve
oiiginal siraighi-type pearlever
- Suspension: Fully rebul . standad specification
parts thioughout , coginal front subframe and
pefubished pre-Hydrolastic rear subliame . many
pants sandblasted, powdercoated :
¥ Brakes: Sagle-cintuit, nen-servo dmm beakag :
system fully rebslt 10 standaid spec :
v Wheels/ Tyres: 3 5 0-inch sieel wheek
Goodyear 5 a0 vyres . whee inms -
e Interior: Original black, gy flecked upholsteny,
oV WOOl CARpEES . FOAT VIl Miltor . Speedo-only :
bennache . origingl door casds, pull Stings
i Exterior: Augusi 1959 UK bodysheld, sebuilt .
HOS panels including rood, A-pancs. boot flood, sills
hand made front floor panels . overriders . Morris
bonnet badge . numengus localised nepair patches
resprayid in original Moeris Cheny Red two-pack
white gril . original sl 'acch trim

Semon doesn’t Beleve in keeping his cars
&5 art objects — they harve fo withstand
propef irie no At kow rang they are
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mnue projects, Sirmon was rebuiliing [gng up

until the deadine, and it was a bare sheadl ane
ek ':II:"I',I";,"'IE?'-||"" FNNeISany evEnt Hi
woiked through the night before setting oft 1o

Longhadee at Sam, and he was st .!:':.-.5|||'

il

pancls and soding the b i the ooy
eptvices o the way down, But i was wodth the
effart. He now has something that's both rare and

useable 1o add 1o his prowang AMam codtecton

Simen would fke fo thank: Eewn Mureay, lamee
Mullen Graeme Mlen. Eric Patterson, Stuain May
Owren Lodgped Wilie Pamsay and Gaiy Bae Tor a
their valpable holp: my gulfriend Galhan fod putting
up with me and Minis; |'|-|-'.-.!|=t. Pawveder Coating
e pentlandpowadercoating couk, <44 1 i3
448 (058 for coating the suspension bits. WA
Ramsay car and vehicle uphoisterars {48 (001 4]
&40 D555 for sostimg the rear seal

{antact Simon 31 The Mini Wosks: <44 017764
195530, Also see -.'.-.'.--.'.-‘.I--e-!‘-'-|ll.r.lx:-:-mn:-.'-. (7 ]



