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| RALLY 1275 GT

y 1275 GT got Works
the production line,

Not only has this ex-RAC Rall
duction example.

ctions, it's the sixtr
+ the oldest surviving

e range-topping 1275 GT, the car that

Words Martyn ghes
onceived in 1967, W€ eforethe particularly th
formation of British Leyland, the Mini was billed as the replacement for the 998 Coopet but
Clubman had avery shaky startin 1969 ultimately would supersede the legendary CoOper S.
and was perceived by many to beamove Thatwas a mistake; despite British Leyland’s best
— too far. Purists didn’t approve of the new {ntentions, the GTjust couldn’'thope to fill the void
~ body style,and the press wasn't exactly enamoured. that would be |eft with the demise of the $in 1971
~ Yetthe rationale behind its introduction was Very Asan S replacement, the 1275 GT has to be
i sound. Therewasa need to move the Mini upmarket judgeda failure. But,asa stand-alone sporting
-~ .nd, because there Were plans afoot to fit different] modelin its own right, itcan be counted a SUCCESS- It
larger engines (this never actually materialised), a was cheap to insuré, frugal, nippys could nudge
need for more space in the engine bay- Plus, the 90mph, and was quite refined. ltwas also pretty
Clubman was designed with future crash legislation offective on the race circuits, as Richard Longmanl %
inmind—and to make a tidy profit! roved on his way to winning the British Saloon Car = - T
The new Clubman certainly divided opinion, Championship in 1978 and 1979 And, although  * ) ~ gy
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Rally of Great Bri
A Fustar ‘,',‘,',"I‘,‘!L,!':}!!’,'ﬂi:

503 956H took part in both
E the 1971and 1972 RAC
International Rallies:

"TECH SPEC

BODY 19691275 GT all-steel shell. repainted
ith reproduction period graphics.

ENGINE 1293¢cc. fu\\y—ba\anced and lightened.
Duplex timing chain, S head, 649 camshaft, S
radiator with expansion bottle and Special
Tuning 13-row oil cooler kit, Longman split 5
DCOE Weber carburettors. LCB manifold and
twin-box exhaust system.

BRAKES 7.5-inch S front discs, Canadian
‘export tandem master cylinder, standard rear
drums, Mintex competition pads and linings.
fly-off handbrake.

WHEELS AND TYRES 4.5x10-inch Minilite

| magnesium-al\oy wheels with 165/ 70x10

Durlop SPSUPETYIES: | ot
INTERIOR Period Paddy Hopkirk co-driver

_reclinerand driver's bucket seats, rear ST

rollcage, full rally dash and instrumentation,
andfreshairheater.
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RALLY 1275 GT

Returning the car toits penod
livery wasn't easy- Ade had to
study period black and white
photos and guess the right sizes-

; LATHAMS LEIC. LTD == D"’"’Y
= — MIirror
L AITERNATIONAL RALLY |

Chamberlain Motorsport

cnmmou |

e rer ‘cag-
2 rally prepar

¢ Right: SOH 956H with
as Wiring, guru Stan = ;l .

e,

sh and instru entei
%orthe 1971 RAC Rally.

3 An H-reg GT of any kind "
r is rare, but this is the' ”
: oldest survwor
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the 1275 GT didn'thavea regular “Works' the oldest surviving production 1275GT
competition rally history, @ good number on the planet. The previous five no longer
exist. And there’s more. It's also the very

of cars did venture onto the rally stages:
H,whichisa first 1275 GT to have been road-tested, as
«putocar did the very first

including this oné, SOH 956

very special example. Ade elaborates:

Until it recently changed hands, this road testusing this car. Then, a year later,
carbelonged they did aback-to-back test pitting

fabulous and very distinctive
to Ade wildsmith. Since he purchased standard 1275 GT against SOH 956H
which, by then, had been mO dified by

‘_NG itin 1985, Ade has been more thanits
' owner; he'sbeen the car’s custodian, Special Tuning. But Autocar didn'tappear
@ and has invested ahuge amount of 1o realise that it was the very car they ha
, -7 time researching and verifying its tested a year before in standard tune!”
He'salso During its brief tenure in the hands of
OH 956H was givena

Special Tuning, S
serious makeover. In brief, the engine was

bored to 1293¢¢, complete with a big-valve

PETROL
takenitto pumerous shows and

f S history and provenance.
he’'snot blinkered. In

rallied it too. But

fact, he’s acutely aware that the
Clubman divides opinion. head, 649 cam and LCB manifold.
«[t's a bit of a Marmite thing. Some Competition displacers were fitted front
lehate ~ andrear and it was also Kitted out with
3.9 diff.

people like the Clubman, some peop
it. personally, I've always helda candle for straight-cut, close-ratio gears anda

them, especially the 1275 GT” admits Ade. However, press cars tend to be kept fora
«] even builta Clubman rally replica for short period and by 1971, this hard-worked
historic rallying and did the Coronation car was coming to the end of its time with

Rally initin 1984. Then, carly in 1985, this  Special Tuning. There wasa good chance
that it might have beensold on and lostto

| one entered MY life. After leaving workin
morning, I picked up a coPY o history, but fortunately Phil Coopet
anew lease of life.

Brigg one

Motoring News and spotted the advert for stepped in and gave it

gOH, which was for salein Grimsby. Cooper, whorana large BL dealership in
Leeds, had a close association with

n, 1 headed over and
Abingdon and the Works team and had

withoutany hesitatio
f ex-Works

went from having replica to owninga

1275 GT that had a Works history.” boughtand driven a number o

A keen rally competitor, Adedida Cooper S rally cars, including RJB 326F
which wasan unused Group 6 car- Avery

capable driver, he finished sixth on the

1968 RAC Rallyin RJB. Healso used the car

on the 1969 RAC, although a major
led. His next

aumber of rallies in the car during 1985,
even managing 2 slight inversion on one
event. It survived, albeitin need of a few
new panels. ‘1 always intended to get back
| outinit again,” continues Ade. “But events accident led to it being re-shel
4 1ind of overtook me It was this, plus the Mini was the 1970 World Cup Rally 1275
fact that it began to dawn on me how GT, XJB 308H, but due to homologation N left) with
hits Group 6 bodywork, he

! unique this carwas, which made me decide  issues wit
to retire it from competition and useitasa couldn’tuseiton international events. So
75 GT will never he approached Special Tuning to seeif they

show car. Although the 12
_They could, as Ade tells:

achieve the status of a Cooper S, it hasalot

going forit. This one is particulaﬂy special “For the 1971 RAC Rally, Special Tuning

and has alot of kudos.” not only lent him SOH 956H, they fitted
the rear ‘cage, ran the brake lines inside the

Given the WOka car, installed a full rally dashan

As already alluded to, Adehas undertaken {nstrumentation and did the bulk of the

considerable research — research that Group 2rally preparation. Cooper then
fitted it with his Longman—prepared five-

started following @ chance meeting with
the 1985 Coronation Rally. port, 1293 thick-flange S engine.
ion in his Lotus Regrettably, he didn’t finish the event. The
d told me that 1971 RAC was notable for its extreme

he used to own my car and still had alarge weather conditions and crippling

picture of it above his desk in his office. lan blizzards. Nevertheless, the adverse

then went on to ask me if Lknew thatithad weather didn'tbring SOH 956H up short, it
done the RAC Rally” failed due toablown head gasket.”

Ade didn’t. This was something of an Lathams (a major BL dealership based in
epiphany and thusbegana journey O Leicester) subsequently bought the car
discovery. Ade was amazed to find out that  from Special Tuning Convertedittodry
SOH 956H is car aumber six off the suspension an i

production line, and just so happens t0 be  localrally champion,

who used it fora ™ S
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8 number of c]y} rallies. The carwas later

oper for the 197 RAC. Cooper
93 S engine from XJB 308H
(which he stj]] owns),

(Clocaenog),
ear whee]:

three
sand wag Promptly retired) The
geinflicted by the departing rear

§ suspension i still evident.

€carwas retyr
dry Suspension and
1275G

g engine, and the
magnesium Miniljteg were bought by Eddie
Plant. Eddje then went o to successfully
campaign the car fo adecade,

True Blye

Apart from the car’srally and Special

| Tuning history, and the fact that it’s the

gearlever and thjg i still fitted. The rally
dash, another Special Tuning fitment, i
Ostrumentatjop jg aged, and
belling s delightfully rustic.
Talking of rustic, beneath the rubber

matting lurks the crumbling remgipg of the
origina] asbestos-laden underfelt. Good for |

the car back i 1986,” recalls
Ade. “Unfortunarely, Ipainted it the wrong
colour! The logbook sajd Aquamarine, by

the car actually Jeft Longbridge painted
Aqua. Irepainged it Aquamarine, which js
two shades lighter, Funnily enough,

came up to talk to e, He hadn'tseen jt
since Specia] Tuning sold it ¢ Lathams in
1972, but he sti]] noticed that it wag ¢
wrong coloyr, Incredible;”

Aswell as being two shades lighter than
itshould be, sOy 956H is also Wearing the

the quest for safety, I binped

nd replaced ther, with Paddy

ckets. T really should haye kept
the origina]s though)” o

A
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EDDIE PLANT - TEN

“Ibought SOH 956H

borrowed 3 van, dro
picked it yp, | bough

negotiate Separately for the engine, which is the
engine that's stjll i the car. | seem to remember

have enough pound notes left!
I built the car up and

“

_Special Tupj; g
Y| dtlra

ItSiaut
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YEARS WITH SOH 9561

was always yp 3
more mone
builders. Th

ve down on the Saturday and
titasa rolling shell and had to

S0 much power th
uncontrollable and t hq
And, compared toevery
previously, it was exce
and very strong. [t was

y than me and ys
at's my excuse anyway!
joy to drive. There wasn't

8ainst a couple of 8uys who had
ed top-notch engine

at it became

d terrific handling,
thing else |4 had
ptionally well byl
reliable too, | loved

A
A
N

| soHg58H

Eddie throwing

up the dust jn 1984,
a year before

Ade took ownership,

Fu

) ment R

acing Car Show

| Road Test WW-Porsche g14
£1,790 ono | -
driving it, (0472) 73846
Then, after ten vears of use, family and HUMBERS] D_E s
work i

hist

C

on

SOH enjoyed mych press,
Coverage in the hand of BL

and Special Tuning, 7\

r A
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RALLY 1275 GT

rd is original, as

There have been other changes t00- Even the Dural sumpgua
Special Tuning went to town on this are the Magnesium Minilites and the
complete braking system- Special Tuning

car. For example, it had a twin-loom
electrical system where each switch has two

circuits and two positions. “n the event of

one circuit failing, youd just flick the switch
d, hey presto, power

(o its second position an
would be restored,” explains ‘Ade.“Ttwasabit 10 it “The tandem master cylinder givesa
complex thoughandI've since returned itt0d poor pedal and the limited fluid capacity
much simpler single loom.” tends to lead to boiling,” says Ade. “Phi
Ade hasalso returned the car to its period Cooper complained of thisand it’s something
livery. Thisha Talso experienced. The standard single
especiallyasa master cylinder S system is much better.”

fitted Cooper S 75-inch front discs, tandem
master cylinder, standard rear drums: anda

fly-off handbrake. On paper this system
sounds good, butin practiceit’s not really up

11 the work was undertakennot

only pre—computers,but well before the
advent of the internet. wwhen 1 bought the A New Chapter
| decals had been “In 2012, My wonderful fiancée Rachael

car, most of the origina
presented me witha beautiful daughter,’

removed,” mentions Ade. “But following MY
chance meeting with Ian Giles, which was enthuses Ade. «This has been life changing
when I realised that the car had some history; and it was the excuse I needed to break my
Ibegan spendinga huge amount of time long tenure with this remarkable car”

It has been along tenure, 28 years in fact,

gh magazine articles and
for evidence of its original during which time Ade’s cared for SOH 956H

ause allthe supremely well, taken it to numerous Shows
and done wonders for the 1275 GT cause-

[ndeed, he has becomea major part of this
tory, one that has just

trawling throu
reports, 1ooking

decals. This started in 1986. Be¢
photographs were black and white, colour-
matching was rather difficult and Talso had

1diditto fascinating car’s s

to guesstimate the size. However,
the best of my ability and think they've come begun a new chapter.
out really well and look authentic.” “The car hasjust been bought by Simon
The engine, which was modified to full Drew of The Mini Works in Edinburgh,” says
Group 2 specin 1969 by Special Tuning, is Ade. “Simon’s been looking for an ex-Works
Mini for his own use and 1was happy in the

authentic. It features the original production
rt S head,

blockandis complete with five-po
and 649 cam. During Eddie Plant’s tenur® it
was rebuilt and bored to 1380cc by Howley

Racing. The Longman split Webers, the

perfect period finishing touch, were added by

Ade. Fuel is supplied viaone double-ended

gU fuel pump (tWO Were used originally) and Thanks to:

ivs filtered through aLucas CAV diesel filter. Ade thanks “Gary Dixon of Vauxcare, lan

Cooling is courtesy of an S radiator (with Chamberlain Motorsport for the help and
y people an

expansion bottle) and the original oil cooler ~ photo location, and the man
kit, complete with STMGB oil pipes- partof this journey.”

knowledge it was passing into safe hands. He
intends to continue the work to returl itto

the full 1972RAC Rally specification thatl
started backin 1985, We look forward to

seeing the project continue.

friends who have been

S 50H has recently
been p'ﬁr;hased by
Simon Drew of The

Mini Works in
_F.d’mburgh.

L

:i

R
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